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NICARAGUAN REBELS REPORTEDLY 'FOOL' CIA ON PURGE 
BY ROBERT PARRY 


WASHINGTON <fiP) - Reagan administration officials say the limits of 

Clfi CONTROL OVER THE REBELS IT BACKS IN NICARAGUA HAVE BEEN MADE 
EVIDENT BY HONDURAS* CHARGES THAT THE REBELS HAVE MURDERED POLITICAL 
DISSIDENTS IN HONDURAS. 

The officials* hho insisted on anonymity* said the Honduran 

ALLEGATIONS CAUGHT THE C I ft OFF GUARD. THEY SAID REBEL LEADERS HAD 
ASSURED THE Clfi THAT A KEY MILITARY OFFICER ALLEGEDLY IMPLICATED IN 
THE ABUSES HAD BEEN EXPELLED THO YEARS AGO FROM THE NICARAGUAN 

Democratic Force. 

The U.S. -backed forcei known in Nicaragua by its Spanish initials* 

FDN» HAS BEEN FIGHTING FOR FOUR YEARS TO OVERTHROW THE LEFTIST 

Sandanista government in Nicaragua. 

U.S. OFFICIALS EXPRESSED SURPRISE LAST WEEK WHEN INFORMED THAT* 


ACCORDING TO STATEMENTS FROM THO REBEL LEADERS* THE OFFICER* COL. 

Ricardo 1 ‘Chino * * Lau* had not been purged but at least until last 

YEAR HAS STILL WITH THE REBEL GROUP. 

<4 1f Lau was there after January 1983* it has clearly deceptive*” 

SAID ONE OFFICIAL FAMILIAR WITH U.S. EFFORTS TO RID THE FDN OF Lau 

and other National Guard officers who fought for longtime dictator 
Anastasio Somoza before his overthrow in 1979. 

The official said FDN leaders* opposed to the purge* apparently 

DECIDED TO 4< FOOL THE GRINGOS 1 * BY SHIFTING LAU FROM A PUBLIC TO A 
SECRET POSITION. 

Another official said the incident showed that while the Clfi had 

DIRECT COMMAND AND CONTROL OVER CERTAIN OPERATIONS* SUCH AS THE 

mining of Nicaragua^ harbors* the agency had only limited influence 

OVER THE FDN*S INTERNAL OPERATIONS. 

In an interview with The Associated Press* Edgar Chamorro* former 
FDN propaganda chief* said Lau was never ousted from the rebel group* 

AS THE Clfi HAS TOLD* BUT HAS SIMPLY MOVED FROM HIS POST AS THE FDN*S 
INTELLIGENCE officer to head of the rebels* counter-intelligence 

UNIT. 


I 

I • 


Chamorro said he believed Lau’s continued presence was known to some 
C lfi personnel in the field* despite claims from administration 
officials in Washington that they thought Lau had been purged. Lau*s 

CURRENT WHEREABOUTS COULD NOT BE ASCERTAINED* AND CIR SPOKESMAN 

George Lauder refused to discuss the matter. 
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